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1. Products and Uses
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Products and Uses

Insulation
Industrial Products 
Friction Products (brakes and clutches)
Consumer Products
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2. Health Effects



© Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease LLP 2009
Higher Standards Make Better Lawyers®

Diseases

Pleural abnormalities (plaques, thickening)
Asbestosis
Lung Cancer
Mesothelioma
Other cancers
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“All substances are poisonous, 
there is none which is not a 
poison; the right dose 
differentiates a poison from a 
remedy.”

Paracelsus (Theophrastus Philippus 
Aureolus Bombastus von Hohenheim), 
circa 1538

Dose
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50.1Aug 1994 PEL*

250.2Jun 1986 PEL*

375median exposure – dose** among insulation 
workers with mesothelioma 

<1.5< 0.03***Full-time gasket/packing work

1002Jul 1976 PEL*

2505Dec 1971 PEL*

600 to 1500~ 12 to 30 1938 -1971 TLV*

Lifetime Exposure - Dose
[ fiber yr/mL ]

Standard
[ fiber/cc ]

Reference

* 50-year working life time; Boelter, Crawford, Podraza. AIHAJ (2002)
** mixed dust exposure:  amphibole, other fibers and serpentine

Occupational Exposure-Dose
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Evolving Understanding

Different diseases
Different Trades
Different Doses
Different Products
Different Role of Government
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3. Asbestos Control
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Work methods
Ventilation
Respiratory protection
Warnings
Containment
Abatement
Substitutes

Asbestos Control
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4. Legal Claims and Issues
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Products Liability (strict liability)

Premises Liability (negligence)

Employer Liability (gross negligence/ intentional tort)

Failure to Warn
Foreseeability
Liability Shares

Legal Claims and Issues
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Brent C. Taggart, Esq.
Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease LLP
614.464.8330
bctaggart@vorys.com

VORYS has one of the largest asbestos defense 
practices in the United States.
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